
-Mr. Bryan Olson 
EPA Project Coord~nator 
U.S. Env~ronmental Protectton Agency 
EPA Hex3 England 
One Congress Street, Su~te  1l00 
Boston, Massachusetts 02 114-2023 

Re: 	 GE-PittsfieldiNousatonicEver  Site 
Former Oxbow Areas J and K (GECD420) 
Addendurn to Pre-Design Investigation Work PIan 

Dear Mr. Olson: 

In June 2002. the General Electnc Company (GE) submitted to the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) a document entttled Pre-Deszgn Itzvestzgatlon Work Plan for Former Oxbow Areas J and 
I( Rernoval Acttun (PDI IYork Plan). That document was prepared in accordance wtth the Consent 
Decree (CD) for the GE-PittstieldWousaton~c R~ver Site and the accompanying Staternelat of Wbtkfor 
Removal Actzons Outside the River (SOW). Subsequently, in a letter dated November 19, 2002, EPA 
provtded conditional approval of the PDI Work PIan and requlred that GE prepare an Addendum to 
address the conditions in that letter. 7111s letter provldes the required ~nfomat~on .  tn addition, based on 
the EPA condit~onal approval letter, thls letter provldes, as attachments, revrsed and updated verstons of 
the tables and figures from the PDI Work Plan. Finally, thls letter presents a proposed schedule for 
complet~ng the pre-des1g.n investlgat~ons at Fonner Oxbow Areas J and K and subm~ttlng a Pre-Deslgn 
hvestlgation Report. 

The folloufing paragraphs address each of the cond~t~ons in EPA's condit~onaI approval letter and 
descrlbe the result~ng mod~ficatrons to the scope of the pre-des~gn rnrestigat~ons. These modificat~ons are 
consrstent s i t h  EPA's cond~tional approval letter, except that, m a few instances, GE presents alternate 
proposals for EPA revletv and approval. The June 2002 PDI Work Plan, together w~fh the modriicat~ons 
descrrbed rn this lerter Addendum, present the proposed scope of pre-deslp sorl rntestigatlons for the 
Fomer Oxbort Areas J and K Removal Action Area ('E4Aj. 

1. As required :n Cond~t~onYo. 1 of EPA's condltronal approoval letter, GE has conducted a funher 
revrew of ur~ilty drawmgs obtained from the City of Pmsfield. From rkrs remew, ~t \+as 
confinned that the Ioea:tons of the utrlltles deplcred on F:gures 3 and 4 of the PDI db-ork Pian 
(~rrcludrnga porabie water man, sanlrary sewer Ime, and sromwarer pipeline located w-ithm the 
R U )  are generally accurate. ln addiaron. the atarlahk mfomarion ~ridlcatesthat tkse utiIlrles 
are all present \v~thlnl5 feet of the ground surface One exceprlon 1s a port;on sf the san:tary 
setter line locazed tvirhin Fomer Oxbow Area K, ahere the u r s l q  bedding 1s present at a depth 
of approx~mately15.5 feet below gade near sample g r ~ dIocatron 15-X6. GE does nor 
belleve that additional sampl~ngat thts Iocairon 1s necessav. 
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Based on the ~nfomation summarized above, CE proposes one change in the prc-des1fi.n so11 
sampfmg related to characterrzatron of sods near subsurface ut~i~tics. In i t s  cond~tional approval 
letter, EPX directed GE to mslail a. so11 boring at sample Kk415-D3 to provlde add~tional 
subsurface so:! PCB characierlzarron for ;he ut~fltycorridor in thrs area. Houever, GE ~nstead 
proposes to advance a sod bor~ng at RAATS-D2 to pro-r~de betrer spatial coverage u l t h ~ n  the 
urlllr?; band. Revrsed Tables 3A and 4hand Figure 4 tatt;lchedl reflect t h ~ s  proposed change. 

-	 Condition So .  2 of EPA's cond~rronal approval letter prokldes clanficarion regarding the 
character~zatlon of sekerai undeveloped strezts and r~ghr-oitways These changes result In 
several modlficat~ons to the proposed prc-des~m m%eshgatlons, as detalIed in Item rv ofthis EPA 
cond~tlon. The tables and figures attached to t h ~ s  Addendum reflect the changes ~dent~fied by 
EPA m ~ t sComment Xo. 2.1~. In addttlon, CE has added two addltlonal surface so11 samples In 

the vrcinity of Parcel K 10-10-5 -- M A 15-58.5 and RAX15-L8.5, as shown In attached TabIes 3B 
and 4B and F~gure 4. 

3.  	 Cond~tlon KO. 3 of EPA's cond~ttonal approval letter d~rects GE to modlfy the proposed 
Append~xIX+3 soil mvestlgatrons at the non-resldentiaI port~ons of this M A by adding or re- 
locating a number of the proposed Appendrx IXt3  samples. GE has adopted the addrt~ons and 
mod~ficationsdescribed In t h ~ s  EPA comment, and the attached revlsed tables and figures reflect 
those changes, wrth the follo\vlng exception: 

After further revlew, there is confusron regarding the 3rd and 9U"bullets of EPA's Cond~tlon 
No. 3. EPA requlres that add~tlonal so11 samples be collected at loeat~on RhA15-J9 for 
Appendtx EG-3 charactenzation at Parcel K10-10-4 - one at the 1- to 3-foot depth and one at 
the 3- to 6-foot depth. However, the RPrAI5-59 location 1s not situated wlthm ParceI KIO-
10-4. Rather, it 1s situated within res~dentral Parcel K10-10-5, as expanded per Cond~tlon No. 
2.111 of EPA's cond~t~onal Moreover, the Appendlx IXi-3 sampl~ng that 1s approval letter. 
already proposed 1s suffic~ent to characterize these soils. Speclfieally, for Parcel K 10-10-4 
(wh~ch 1s very small). three Appendtx EX-3 samples are already proposed for the overall I - to 
6-foot depth (two for the I - to 3-foot depth and one for the 3- to 6-foot depth), as shown on 
Figure 6 and 7 .  For res~dentral parcel K10-10-5, the Appendrx IX"3 sampling requirements 
are met by the proposed sampl~ng described under Condltlon No. 5 below. In these 
circumstances, GE does not belleve that the add~tlonaI samples at Iocatlon U 4 l S - J 9  arc 
needed, and hence ~t proposes not to collect those samples. 

fn addition, CE has fufiher revlewd the ava~lableiproposed Appendix fX+3 sampl~ng for the 
undeveloped portlon of Longview Terrace that will be evaluated as a separate averaging area 
(consrstent with Condition No. 2.1 of EPA's cond~t~onai Based on this review.approval letter). 

GE proposes to collect an add~t~orral 
Appendix U(+3 sample at Ioeatlon It"tAI5-Elat the I - to 3-
foot depth, so as to obtaln a better subsurhce drsb- buti ion of ."tppendrx I%-3 sod samples with~n 
t h ~ saveraging area 

3. 	 Condtt:on Xo 3 of EPA"s condlt~isnal approta! letter requlres ahar GE collect samples to a depth 
of 15 feer at a71 I4 bonng iocat~onsaf resrdentral Parcels KIO-10-5 and K-IO-10-6 for PCB 
charactenzation. It also states that GE may analyze the samples from these bor~ngsfor PCBs 
uslng an Iterailrie approach. in whrch szrnples are analyzed In succcssrvely*l deeper mcrernents 
unrri PCBs are nor: detected and field headspace readrngs do no: exceed backgou~d  rn a deeper 
sample mtemal. Consistent wlrh this coiidlr~on,GE r k d l  clliilecf the samples from the bor~ngson 
these residentral propeflies (which now total 15 Sorings. gnen the expansion of Parcel K10-i 0-5  
per EPA Condition No. 2 111) to a depth of 15 feet, as shown In attached Tables 3B and 4B and 
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F~gure4. GE will d~rectthe laboratop to inlt~allyanalyze the samples from the 0- to I -foot, 1- to 
3-foot. and 3- to 5-foot depth Increments for PCBs. If the deepest of these samples does not show 
detected PCBs and fieid headspace readings do nor exceed backpound (l.e., above amblenr ietels 
as measured w~rh a ponable photolonizatron detector [PIf)]). no deeper samples \vdl be analyzed 
for PCBs. However. li' erther of these eondlt~ons 1s not met, the samples from deeper Increments 
will be analyzed on an rteratlte bass untd such cond~tions are ae'nretred. 

5 .  	 Cond~rtonNo. 5 of EPA's condrtional spproval letter requlres GE to colIeet a mlnlmum of six 
samples from locations wlrhin residentla1 Parcels K 10-10-5 and K 10-10-6 for Appendix LX-3 
analyses. It funher states that these samples must Include samples rkom at least thee  subsurface 
sol1 locaaons. As shona on attached Table 4B and F~gures 5, 6, and 7.GE proposes to collect 
samples for Appendix Uii-3 analyses from the follow~ng iocarrons and depth Increments at these 
res~dential parcels: 

* Parce lKlO-10-5-MIS-Hl l  
Parcel KIO-10-6 - 15-Ll6 

* ParceI K10-10-6 -RAA15-Mll 

Greater than I -foot depth 

* Parcel K 10-10-5 -KM15-Hl3 (1- to 3-foot depth) 
ParcelKl0-10-6-RtZh15-P13(I-to3-foordepth) 


* Parcel K10-10-6 - FUA15-Ll3 (3- to 5-foot depth) 

As further stated 1n EPA's Condition KO. 5, the above Iocatlons wrll be contingent upon the 
results of headspace analys~s to be performed with a PID dunng samplmg. If headspace readings 
warrant modificat~on of these locations, GE will propose the changes to EPA, and seek EPA 
approval vla a conference call. 

6. 	 Cond~tton So.  6 of EPA's cond~tronai approval letter requlres that Table 1 and Ftgure 3 be 
amended to incIude so11 sample J-1S (collected in December I991 wlth samples J-2S though J- 
45, whrch are Included In Table 1) and so11 samples OX-J-SS2, -SS3, and -SS5 (collected In 
September 1994 w ~ t h  sampies OX-J-SSl, -SS4, and -SS6). These samples have been added to 
Table I and Flgure 3 In thls Addendum. with one except~on. Sampie J-IS m not located wlthln 
the boundary of t h ~ s  RArS and would nor have a The~ssen polygon that extends into t h ~ s  
Therefore, this sample has not been mcluded. 

I ,  Condntron No. 7 of the EPA condltronal approval letter notes that the locations shown on Flgure 3 
of the PDI Work PIan for certatn exrsrrng samples near the northwestern boundary of the RAr2 
(samples OX-J-SST through OX-J-SS6 and 3-IS through J4S)  do not have the same reiatronsl-n~p 
to the nearti? foorpath as is shoun on Frgure 4-6of the Fehl-aar> 1996MGP Phase I and Interrm 
Phase 11RepoviJii;.rForrtzer Housatorzrc Rzter Orbolts A, B ,C J, and K. That condrtrsn d~recrs 
GE to correct the diserepa~z). The locar~unsof these samples on revised Frgure 3 (attached) 
have been c i t r rec~dto be canslsrent 'ivlllr Frgure 4-6of the F z b m r j  1996 report (except sample 
J-IS rvlz~ehis Iocated outside of r k ~ sR A A .  as explarmrd above]. 

1 
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Schedule 

GE proposes to complete the p r e - d e s l ~  Investtgations for Fomer Oxbow Areas J and K and subrnlt a 
Pre-Deslm In\esr~gar~on Addendum.Repon licrthrn 6 months of receipt of EPA approriii of t h ~ s  

Please do nor hesrtaie to contact Dick Gates or me w ~ t hany questions. 

7-
Andrew T. S~Ifer,P.E. 
GE Project Coordtnator 

cc: Tim Conway, EPA Michael Carroll, GE* 
HolIy IngIis, EPA D ~ c kGates, GE 
MrchaeI Nallpmskr, EPA Rod bfclaren. Esq., GE* 
Rose Howell, EPA James Nuss, BBL 
K.C. Mltkevlc~us, USACE James B~eke, Esq., Shea &: Gardner 
Daum Jarnros, Weston Property Owner - Parcel K 10- 10-3 
Susan Steenstrup, MDEP Property Owner - Parcel K10-10-4 
Alan Weinberg, MDEP* Property Owner - Parcel K 10- 10-51-6 
Robert Bell, MDEP* Property Owner - Parcel IS10-10-33 
Thomas Angus, MDEP* Property Owner - Parcel K 10- 1 1 -1 
Susan Keydel, MDEP Property Owner - Parcel K 10- 11-2 
Nancy E. Harper. MA AG* Property O m e r  - Parcel KI 0- I 1-3 
Dale Young, MA EOEA Property Owner - Parcel K10-11-5 
Mayor Sara Hathaway, City of Pittsfield Property Owner - ParceI KI 0-12-1 
R~chard Scapin, Ghalr, P~ttsfield C ~ t y  Councll Property Owner - Parcel K10-13- 1 
Pittsfield Department of Health Publ~c Infomatlon Reposltor~es 

GE Internal Reposltov 

(* Wout attachments) 
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2 She Appendit I:<-3 sanlpie depth mtenals shiiun abwe m q  be wdi f i rd  m the field based on liic rcsuiis ~iphoto~onizarran 

di.ttctor (PID) reading5 and i r s i a i  obscrwsriuns at the irnx of sarnpii- coliectron 
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Appendix A 

Compilation of Prior 
Sampling Data 

B-&-MD, BCiljCK 6 LEE iNC 
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I C'cincentrations arc rcporred In dry %eight parts per rn:ll~un cppm). Oniy detectel! snal:,iss arc shii~sn 
2 NR -Nor detccri.d s.ith dcteciion linrit in parentheses 
3 KI 0-10-33-SDSand -Ski)si.:;es dara obtained from Siippicnt~nffr!/n\~csiigiii;onS:rninznry Kt'porifij.r 

G o u J r ~ c i ~Brook (Pnrcel K10-113-33) :BliL; Ma) lS, ? 998. 

B-I .13-2, and 8-3 dara obtained from. Eni~:ronnieizinlSirc .4~iessn:o:i.i?Ci(iEnri Siree! , Scalise 

r\sswiatcs. Inc., Ju iy  2601 


5 Rerna~n~ng  MCP Pirnte I nnd Jtiierzttl P1:'i:nscIIKepinor!jur Former i-iolisnzorric Rti erdata obrd~ned frorn 

Oxboir .-ireas 4 ,  B C J nnri K C-o/timeI <?/I1 BBl ,kebriidry !996 
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